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The Bean Creek History Project and Heritage Site is an opportunity to tell a story that has

long been overlooked.  While slavery is not immediately associated with northern Georgia,

historic documentation has shown that the verdant Sautee and Nacoochee Valleys attracted

corn and cotton farmers.  In these isolated valleys, farmers created plantations, had lumber

mills, built houses, and owned slaves.  

Remnants of that time still exist.  The Bean Creek community, a small group of families that

descend  from the slaves of the Nacoochee Valley, remains to this day.  This community lives

alongside the descendants of slave owners, creating a complex social dynamic that only exists

in small,  isolated pockets of this country.  An existing slave cabin from the plantation of E.P.

Williams is another link to the, until now, largely ignored history of slavery in the Valleys.

The cabin is a single-pen, side gabled structure.  Inspection of the building materials and

methods, as well as historic documentation dates the cabin to c. 1850.  It currently sits on a

site approximately 500 feet from its original site.  The cabin is in existence today primarily

because it has been altered so completely throughout the course of its life.  While beginning

as a one room structure, the building evolved into a sprawling, five room cottage.  The cabin

was occupied until the middle of the 20th century, at which point it was used for storage.

While maintenance of the cabin has been lax and major alterations have taken place over the

decades, careful inspection of the existing building reveals the floor plan of the original slave

cabin.  With a careful restoration, the cabin will evoke the history of the Nacoochee Valley

slaves and become an important instrument in revealing an inclusive past of the Sautee and

Nacoochee Valleys.

This Historic Structures Report has been prepared by students of Professor Mark

Reinberger's Building Materials Conservation Class, part of the Master's of Historic

Preservation Program at the University of Georgia.  The purpose of this Historic Structures

Report is to document the evolution of the building (based on observations of the current

structure) to identify problems, recommend treatments for the restoration of the cabin to its

1850s appearance, and to make further recommendations for the interpretation and

maintenance of the site.  
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The Sautee-Nacoochee Valley Slave Cabin is a contributing structure to the Sautee Nacoochee

Valley National Historic District, located in Northeast Georgia.  Its significance is marked by its

direct association with development of the Bean Creek community during the early 19th century

as well as the plight of slaves living in Piedmont Georgia.  Because it is a such a well-preserved

representative example of antebellum slave construction, its preservation and use in an

interpretative heritage program is essential.

The Sautee and Nacoochee Valleys have a history rich in exploration since at least the last Ice

Age, according to archaeological evidence.  From a geographic standpoint, this region is located

in northeastern White County, along the eastern slopes of the Blue Ridge Mountains

(Stovall,11).  Two historically important trade routes criss-crossed through the valley; the Unicoi

Trail and Rabun Trail, which traced from the Tugalo River and into the community of Bean Creek

(Stovall, 13).  History dates modern settlement patterns to the year 1822, when a small band of

North Carolina families entered the area (Stovall).  According to oral tradition, slaves belonging

to Mr. E. P. Williams, a Sautee-Nacoochee Valley native and member of one of the original

founding families, built the cabin circa 1850.  During the Civil War era, it resided on land owned

by Mr. Williams and his family.  Mr. Williams was one of the Valley’s most prominent landowners,

owning land for crop cultivation as well as for light industry, such as timber milling.  The close

proximity of the cabin to Walnut Hill, the Williams’ primary residence, suggests that it may have

been occupied by slaves of the household, with whom the family regularly engaged, and oral

history retains the structure predominantly as a slave cabin.   The possibility of the cabin being a

kitchen as well as a living quarter will be discussed later in the report.   Historians consulted on

the cabin also have suggested that the cabin was a display of wealth, as it overlooked the Unicoi

Trail and was highly visible to travelers.

After the end of the Civil War, the cabin took on use as a tenant house.  When Walnut Hill

burned in the 1890s, the cabin was soon remodeled as a modest dwelling or cottage for elderly

members of the Williams' immediate family.  Additions were made to the cabin, including several

rooms at the rear or north elevation.  It is believed that a front porch was added during the

post-Civil War era as well.  
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In circa 2005, the cabin was moved to its present location after it was donated to the Sautee-

Nacoochee Community Association for the purposes of creating the Bean Creek History

Project and Heritage Site.  Because the goal of the interpretation plan is to communicate the

untold story of slaves living in the Valley, the cabin will be restored to that respective period of

significance, 1850-1865.  The cabin embodies the spirit of the Bean Creek Community,

established by slaves who came to the Northeast Georgia region circa 1822; it is one of the last

remaining artifacts of life as a slave within the Sautee-Nacoochee Valley. 
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According to current literature regarding the slave cabin and the heritage project, the site has a

three-fold purpose: to document and interpret the history of the cabin and slavery in the Sautee

and Nacoochee Valleys; to preserve, commemorate, and celebrate the heritage and culture of

the Bean Creek Community; and to be the primary source for information on the history of

African-Americans in Northeast Georgia.  

Since its incorporation into the heritage project, the cabin has been moved from its original

location to a new location just off GA Hwy 17 between Helen and Clarkesville, GA, overlooking

the Sautee Valley; the location is about 500 yards south of the original location.  To provide the

most accurate portrayal of the cabin’s original site, as well as to accommodate and be more

accessible to a wider range of visitors, the cabin is being relocated a second time to a site about

a quarter of a mile west of its original site.  The new site (see figures 4 and 5) is adjacent to an

old cannery and near the communities' community center and Folk Pottery Museum.
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Fig 1: original location of cabin. Fig 2: current view shed of cabin
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Fig 4: Future site of cabin.

Fig 5: View shed across from future site of cabin.

Fig 3: The cabin at its current (second) site.



As previously mentioned, this cabin has gone through two main life cycles prior to its

incorporation into the heritage project.  Major changes made to this structure after the Civil

War and in the early twentieth century include a variety of additions, subsequent rebuilding of

the north wall, a reconfiguration of the fenestration on the south elevation, alteration of the

roof, and multiple changes to the interior.  Along with these physical changes, the use of the

cabin evolved as well.   Historically, it is common for a building to descend the architectural

hierarchy, to drop from a “higher” rank of use to a “lower” rank of use.  However, the reverse is

usually considered to be atypical, thus making the elevation of the structure from an African-

American occupied slave cabin to a Caucasian-occupied cottage an anomaly.

Exterior Description

The cabin measures 16’ x 28’ and rests on stacked stone piers.  It is a hybrid of braced and balloon

framing.  It is considered to be a single-pen rectangular house type because it consists of only one

room.  Its fieldstone chimney, historically located on the east elevation, was intentionally dismantled

during the relocation process but will be reconstructed and replaced in its original form.    

The fascia above the front door appears to have been cut in two different places in order to

accommodate a shed roof porch.  Flashing has been installed where the supporting porch beams

for the shed roof once projected from the exterior wall.  Additionally, nails that would have

originally secured the fascia board to the eaves are still presently driven into the surface; this serves

as evidence that the porch was a later addition, with original pre-Civil War material having been

removed to accommodate it.  

Windows and door openings have been altered considerably since the initial construction of the

cabin.  The building's frame and exterior clapboard show physical evidence that the cabin originally

had two front doors.  Posts, tenoned into the sill on either side of the two openings, and ghost

lines on the exterior clapboard siding below the twentieth century fenestration indicate the

removal of original entryways.  This configuration is typically associated with slave quarters.

Windows were added to the front of the structure during the 20th century remodeling.  The

window on the west elevation may be original to the cabin; physical evidence demonstrates that an

opening was present during the Civil War era.  However, a shutter may have been used to close the

opening.  The sash may have been added at a later time, as it would have been unusual for slave

quarters to have sash with glass panes.  The windows on the south elevation have twentieth
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century construction details, which suggests that they were added much later.  Based on the fact

that posts secured to the sill with a tenon joint indicate window and door openings, the absence of

such posts on the north elevation indicates there were no window or door openings on that

elevation.

Currently, the cabin has a replacement standing seam metal roof.  According to local history and

architectural investigation, wood shingles were the original constituents of the roof material; this

can be observed by the remaining patterns of cut nails on the underside of the roof lath.  The eaves

were boxed in at the north and south elevations.  

The exterior skin of the cabin consists of both clapboard and quarter-sawn lapped novelty siding,

measuring about 3/4” by 6”.  The novelty siding was installed around the 20th century window

openings on the south east corner of the cabin.  The later siding is beveled at a 7-degree angle, with

a 4” to 5” exterior exposure and secured with wire nails.  The older, possibly original clapboard

has a 4” exposure and is secured with cut nails, with only a few replacement round head wire nails.

The older siding is patched in some areas using some 20th century techniques, which suggests that

contemporary lumber was used or historic materials had been recycled and reused.  Corner

boards were also used, and some vegetation is currently growing from underneath the corner

board at the southeast elevation junction, causing unsightly cosmetic damage.  

Whitewashing is found on the exterior clapboards; it can also be observed on the underside of the

clapboards from the interior.  This is an attempt to visually “sanitize” the house or preserve the

wood by treating the whitewash as a type of protective finish.

According to family history, additions were made to the cabin during the 1930s and 1940s for

various purposes.  A dining room, kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, and porch were all added onto the

north elevation at the rear of the cabin (see figure 6).  The original single pen 16’ x 28’ space was

retained but a partition was added, dividing the space into two separate rooms—a living room,

which included the fireplace, and an additional bedroom.  During this time alterations of the south

elevation were made: both doors were removed and replaced with twentieth century windows and

a door was cut into the center of the façade. (See Appendix B)
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The additions fell into disrepair during the late 1980s after the occupant’s death and were 

completely demolished shortly before the cabin was moved to its present location.  

Interior Description

Additionally, the interior of the cabin went through various changes, most of which took place

during the mid twentieth century.  These include a central partition in the original living space,

the addition of oak paneling and wallpaper, a coat of green paint, wiring for electricity, and

alterations to the floor.  These elements have been removed, but can still be detected.  Wire

nails and traces of glue on the walls indicate that paneling or siding was added after the walls

had been painted green.  Green paint on the ceiling and walls on the east side of the cabin

indicate the position of the partition.  The green paint on the walls ends a few inches below the

ceiling, indicating a dropped ceiling being added.  A portion of the interior siding next to the

doorway has been cut away for electrical wiring.
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Fig 6:  The cabin at its original site in the process of being
moved.  The rear additions are still attached to the cabin.
(Photo taken by the Jaeger Company)

Fig 7: A view of the back of the cabin at its original site.  The
rear additions have been removed.
(Photo taken by the Jaeger Company)

Fig 8:  Looking toward the west elevation, the later interior
ceiling and wallpaper additions can be observed.  (Photo
taken by the Jaeger Company)



The ceiling, wall siding, and floorboards (all believed to be original) are comprised of quarter-

sawn boards with hand-planed surfaces and circular saw marks.  E.P. Williams was the owner of a

sawmill and the  latest technology was likely available to him, as well as his slaves.  It can be

speculated that this may account for the unusual variety of saw marks found in the (presumed)

original wooden members.  Hand hewn, sash, hand planed, and circular saw techniques are used

throughout the cabin.  The fact that both circular saw marks and hand-planed finishes are found

is an exceptional feature of the cabin.  
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Fig 9:  Looking toward the north elevation into the rear additions.
(Photo taken by the Jaeger Company)

Fig 10:  Looking toward the south elevation, the partition is visible.
(Photo taken by the Jaeger Company)



Roof

The current gabled roof is clad with '5  V' pressed tin roofing material.  The roof system consists of

2” x 4”, sash sawn rafters secured with cut nails.  The spacing of the rafters is 32” o.c and the span

was originally 8’8” o.c., but with the current bracing is 4’6” o.c. (see fig. 12).

  

These rafters are original to the structure and taper down to a dimension of 2” x 3” at the apex of

the roof (see fig.13).  This is a fairly unusual feature that dates to the mid 19th century.  The rafters

are mitered and joined with cut nails.  There is a layer of spaced lathe between the rafters and the

tin roof.  The lathe consists of irregular pieces of timber.  The rafters have recently been reinforced

with 2 x 4 cross bracing added mid span.  1” x 5”, circularly sawn collar ties are nailed to every

third rafter approximately at the rafter's midpoint.   Some of these appear to be original, while

others were probably added when the tin roof was constructed.  Additionally, 2x4 ties were

recently added to each rafter at the ridge of the roof (see fig. 11).

The rafters bear upon a 1” x 5” false plate to which they are joined with cut nails.  The false plate

bears upon the ceiling joists.  The ceiling joists are 2” x 6”, circularly sawn lumber.  The span is 8' 6”

o.c.  and the spacing 2' 6”-2' 8” o.c.  Recent reinforcements to the ceiling joists include 2x4 diagonal

cross bracing at each corner of the ceiling.  
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Fig 11:   View of the cabin’s roof system,
consisting of collar ties, beveled rafters, and
spaced lathe.

Fig 12:   View of new roof bracing, added c. 2003.



A 4”x6” top plate runs the perimeter of the attic.  The top plate consists of two members on the

north and south elevations, connected by a pegged half lap joint.  
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Fig 15:  S elevation, view of rafters bearing on false plate, which
bears on ceiling joists.  The top plate can also be viewed under
the ceiling joists. 

Fig 13:  Detail of tapered rafters at roof’s
ridge.

Fig 14:  Detail of spaced lathe.



The ceiling siding consists of 1”x5” circularly sawn and hand planed boards.  The hand planed side

creates the first floor ceiling and is painted green on half of the cabin.  A square hole has recently

been cut to access the attic (see fig. 16).
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Fig 16:   The original fabric of the cabin was cut to
create access to the attic.



Walls

The cabin is a frame hybrid of sorts.  Elements of both braced framing and balloon framing are

present.  The frame consists of large corner posts, studs, and diagonal braces.  The corner posts are

riddled with termite damage and rot.  They were originally 6”x6” members and were tenoned into

the sills.  Posts bracing window and door openings also seem to have been tenoned into the floor

joists (see fig. 18), whereas the remaining studs were nailed.  The current studs range from 4”x6”

members to 2”x4” members and the spacing varies from 1' to 2' 6” o.c., the most typical spacing

being 24”.  The posts bracing window and door openings are larger than the wall studs.  

The cabin has undergone many modifications in its history, especially new door and window

openings.  That, plus the severe rot of the ends of many studs makes the original stud structure

particularly difficult to ascertain. 

From the interior, remnants of whitewash can be observed on the clapboard exterior siding (see

fig. 19).  No whitewash is present on the studs.  The absence of whitewash on the studs indicates

that there was always some sort of interior covering.  The current wall siding consists of

horizontally laid 1”x4” hand planed planks painted the same green color as the ceiling.  
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Fig 17:  Termite damage on a corner post. Fig 18:  Post tenoned into floor joist.
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Fig 19:  Whitewashing on exterior cladding, view
from interior.

Fig 20:  Diagonal brace tenoned into sill.



Windows

Currently there are windows on the south, east, and west elevations.  The existing windows on the

south and east elevations date from the 20th century.  Based on the assumption that the tenoned

posts indicate a wall opening, the west elevation fenestration seems to be original.  However, while

an 1850s era window was found in the west elevation window opening, the size of the opening

itself (based on the distance between the two original studs) does not correspond with a window

sash of that era.  Mid 19th century panes were a standard 8” by 10”.  Panes, muntins and stiles

constitute the width of a window and when the panes are of a standard size, there is little variation

in the width of the sash.  As the original width of the opening does not fit a standard window of c.

1850s it could be assumed that there was not originally a sash, rather a shutter of some sort.  A

board and batten shutter was found within the materials of the cabin's later addition.  The style is

consistent with the c. 1850s time period, however the authors did not see the shutter, therefore

cannot comment on the likelihood of its being the original window covering.   However, the

discussed dimension anomaly does not absolutely exclude there originally being a sash.  Window

sashes could be altered to fit openings and it is possible, especially if the cabin is being interpreted

as a kitchen, that a sash was installed to keep insects away from the food.   
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Fig 21:  Windows on S elevation.Fig 21:  Windows on S elevation. Fig 22:  Windows on W elevation.



Door

There is currently one door on the south elevation of the cabin.  The door dates to the mid 20th

century and the doorknob has late Victoria Era decorative elements.  Ghost marks of the original

two doors can be observed on the exterior clapboard (see fig. 23), and the pattern of larger

tenoned posts also supports the notion that there were originally two doorways.
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Fig 23:  S elevation, view of ghost marks under window, denoting
original space for door.

Fig 24:  20th century door with Victorian Era
hardware.



Fireplace/Hearth

At the time of this assessment, the hearth and fireplace had been dismantled and the void covered

with plywood and a tarp.  The dismantling of the chimney and fire place was done systematically,

and the original fieldstones are ordered and marked in preparation for reconstruction.  Figure 25 is

a photograph of the hearth before it was removed.  The hearth is large, spanning approximately six

feet, suggesting its former use as a cooking fireplace.  The authors were unable to view the

fireplace in its original state, therefore cannot asses the presence of a mantle throughout the

cabin's history.
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Fig 25:  Photograph of the fireplace before it was dismantled.  This photo is
from Chip Wright's report.



Foundation and Floor Framing

The cabin sits on fieldstone piers, approximately 2' to 3' square.  The sill consists of 8”x8”, hand

hewn, white pine timbers.

 

Most of the original sill was replaced with new hand hewn timbers in 2006 and these are clearly

marked as being recent additions.  A circularly sawn sill member on the west elevation is not

original, and was added some time in the early 20th century.  The joint on the southwest corner of

the sill is an anomaly. In three corners, a half lapped timber bears on the foundation and the sill

member for the adjacent elevation bears on the notch, this joint is secured with a wooden peg (see

Fig. 28).  On the southwest corner, the non-lapped sill timber bears on the foundation pier, and the

lapped timber bears upon it (see fig 29).  Perhaps there was a mistake when this timber was

replaced, but the result is that the west sill is in danger of shearing off.  Checking can already be

observed on the beam.  
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Figure 26:  stone pier

Figure 28:  SE corner, pegged lap joint

Figure 27:  NW corner, replaced hand-hewn sill lapped with
circularly sawn sill member

 



The floor joists bear directly on the sill.  Originally, the joists were lapped and secured to the sill

with a wooden peg.  Some of the original pegs are still intact, but most of the joists currently rest

on the sill without any joinery.  The floor joists are barked, oak logs that are hand hewn flat on the

top.  They vary in size from 4”x5” to 7”x8”.  The span of the joists is currently 9' due to the

addition of a temporary beam to reduce deflection in the floor.  The spacing of the joists is

between 2 and 2 1/2 feet o.c.  Many joists have severe rot, termite, and powder post beetle

damage.
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Figure 29:  SW corner, lapped joint in need of stabilization

Fig 30: Powder post beetle damage resulting in small holes
on floor joist.

Fig 31: Termite damage on floor joist.



The original flooring has been removed.  Inspection of the floor boards show that they are 1”x5”

and circularly sawn on one side and hand planed on the other.  The floorboards were butt joined,

as there is no indication of tongue and groove joinery on the members.  There is no indication of

any sub flooring, and the floorboards were nailed directly to the sill with cut nail.
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The cabin is in fair condition, and does not have any major structural inadequacies.  Throughout

these recommendations, this project is treated as a restoration of the cabin to its c. 1850s state.  It

can also be assumed one of the most important goals of the restoration is to maintain as much of

the original fabric of the building as possible.

Foundation and Floor Framing

• The current foundation should be reinforced with a permanent shaker beam and additional

fieldstone piers should be added toward the center of the cabin. 

• A steel bearing should be added to the southwest joint of the sill to mitigate any checking

from the inappropriate joint and reduce the chance of shear.

• The rotting joists need to be addressed.  While there is severe damage, where possible, all

historic material should be preserved.  Where joist ends are too far damaged there are two

options.  

1)  Sister the joist with a new oak member.

2)  Where possible, dig out existing rot and reinforce with epoxy.  If there is

    not enough material, dig out the rot, drill into the timber, add a steel rod, 

    and epoxy the end of the joist.

• Secure all joists to the sill with reproduced wooden pegs.

• Evaluate each floorboard and, when necessary due to damage, replace with like member.

• Add copper termite shields between the fieldstone piers and the sill.

Walls

• Remove all interior wall and ceiling siding, carefully numbering everything.

• Dip the boards in a mild paint remover to remove the green paint.  Do not sand.  Test a few

different solutions before embarking on all the boards.

• Once the interior siding is removed, carefully assess the corner posts and studs.  As with the joists,

address rot with sistering or epoxy methods.  

• Remove the current door framing and the facade fenestration.  Replace the two facade windows

with original doorways.  Base the doorway dimensions on the existing stud work.

• Remove the window on the east elevation.
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• It cannot be definitively stated whether the cabin originally had a sash in its only original window.  If

the decision is made to remove the sash, then add a board and batten shutter.  This shutter could be

hinged from the exterior with historically appropriate iron hinges.  It the decision is made to retain

the c. 1850s sash found in the window, clean and repaint the sash.  Secure the sash with a new sill

and jamb.

Fireplace

• Reconstruct the chimney and fireplace 

• Add a mantle.  See Appendix X for suggested styles and materials.

• Consider the addition of an iron crane and cooking pot in order to interpret the hearth as

a cooking fireplace.

Roof

• Replace the tin roof with a wooden shingled roof.  Shingles should be riven and made of

cypress or pine.  Original shingles were approximately 30 inches long and between 5 and 6

inches wide.  The shingles should be laid with half exposure.

• Remove some of the current spaced lathe.  Wooden roofs need enough air circulation to

breath, lessening potential moisture damage.  The current sheathing befits a metal roof, but

not the future wood shingle roof.

• Before laying the shingles, add copper flashing along the chimney seam to ensure there will

be no water leakage.  Copper is the best material for flashing, and with age will become less

visually apparent than steel or plastic.

Exterior

• Remove exterior clapboard and dip to remove paint.

• Remove the 20th century novelty siding on the facade and replace with appropriate pine

clapboards.  The original siding can be observed on the east elevation of the cabin.  Do not

use green pressure-treated boards.  If pine is not available, consider using cedar.

• Replace the corner boards on the facade.

• Whitewash each individual plank before installing the siding. As witnessed by the whitewash

on the interior of the cabin, the entire plank was whitewashed originally.

• Retain the original 4 inch exposure of the clapboards when restoring the exterior.

• Replace the boxed cornice along the roof line of the north and south elevations.  The drip

line of the roofing material should extend 2 to 3 inches beyond the fascia board.  
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• Roofing material should extend 2  inches beyond the end of the exposed roof sheathing

boards.

• An approximately 2' by 2' stone slab should be positioned in front of both doorways for

access into the cabin.  

• The doors for the restored doorways should be wooden, vertical board and batten doors

with iron hinges.  See figure X for an example.

Plumbing and Electrical Systems

• It is not recommended that plumbing or electrical systems be added to the cabin.  These

are often very invasive additions and there certainly would not have been either system

originally.  If there must be an electrical current,  it is recommended that the electric

conduit be run underground and enter the cabin from below.  Countersink outlets on the

floor, near the edges and the base of the wall.  Cover outlets with wooden plugs. (Wright,

pg. 11)

• If installing a security system, recess the security pad within the wall on the left side of

either of the two restored doorways.  Cover the recessed area with a small picture or a

wooden panel that is hinged to open and close.  (Wright, pg 11)

Site/Landscape

• Consider changing the grade of the site so that the south facade is as close to the ground

as possible.  This will enable easier ADA accessibility and be a truer representation of the

original site.  As keeping the cabin low to the ground increases the risk of moisture damage

from rising damp, lower the grade for the back elevation.  Such grading would be more akin

to the original site.

• A garden would be an interesting interpretive addition.  The garden should reflect the needs

of the cabin residents, therefore the area around the structure should be properly

landscaped to control erosion and reduce moisture in sensitive areas.  A series of French

drains should be installed around the circumference of the cottage.  This drain should be

approximately two feet wide and centered beneath the roof's drip line.  Excess water

should seep into a 4 to 6 inch corrugated plastic pipe (CPP) that connects to a 6 to 8 inch

CPP with an off-site discharge at the base of a nearby slope.  This line can connect to other

lines in order to funnel water to the centralized defuse outfall. The diameter of the

centralized pipe will need to be adjusted based on the number of 
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feeder lines attached to it. (Wright, pg. 15)

• It is not recommended that hanging gutters, or any water conduction system be added to

the building.

Maintenance

The cabin is a small structure and will not require a complex maintenance schedule.  But there are

certain areas that should be watched and inspected.  Because the cabin will rest very close to

grade, special attention should be given to the southern sill to ensure there is no rising damp or

termite damage.  The original roof, a half-exposure wood shingle roof is not a strong roof.  Shingles

should be vigilantly maintained and replaced when needed.  Inspect the attic for signs of leakage.
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Plans for the cabin’s proposed use are in the final stages of development, specifically regarding the

location of the cabin within the Sautee-Nacoochee Valley.  The cabin will be used as an

interpretative element of slave life within the proposed Bean Creek History Project Heritage Site

and Nature Preserve; ultimately the goal of this project is to present how slaves lived within Bean

Creek and the greater Sautee-Nacoochee Valley before the formal issue of the Emancipation

Proclamation.  

Interpretation of minority cultures is often difficult.  The social history of slaves has been

marginalized throughout history, therefore there is a certain amount of speculation in any

interpretation.  Our study of the building shed light on the building methods and uses of the cabin,

which in turn can be used for interpretive purposes.

It can be definitively said that, while the original two doorways may have suggested the cabin was

built as a double pen structure, there is no physical indication of such.  The fact that there were

two doorways to the house may be interpreted as its use needing easy access.  This ties into the

size of the hearth, which at close to six feet wide, suggests a cooking area.  

Traces of whitewash remain on the original cladding but there is no whitewash on the bracing or

studs.  This either means that the whitewash was applied to both sides of the clapboard before it

was secured to the cabin, or that the clapboards (not including the 20th century novelty siding) was

a recycled material from a structure with a whitewashed material.  There is not enough whitewash

present to definitively say which is the case.  Whitewash is usually assumed to be applied for the

'clean' appearance it gives a building, but if the whitewash was applied to the clapboard prior to

installation, it probably means that the builders considered whitewash to be a protective wood

treatment as well.

There are some aspects of the cabin that can by interpreted as atypical of a slave dwelling.  The

discovery that the ceiling boards, wall paneling, and floorboards were all hand-planed and circularly

sawn led to the assumption that they were installed at the same time.  The absence of whitewash

on any of the studs probably meant that the interior was always paneled, therefore original.   As

most slave cabins had exposed studs and bracing,  this could be considered an atypical amount of

'adornment' for a slave cabin.  An 1850s window sash might also be considered atypical, as glass

was often considered a luxury for such a menial building.
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It could be mentioned that while wood shingled roofs were very common for many housing types

at the time, the cabin's roof is only a double exposure (a row of shingles only covers half of the

preceding row).  This is considered the most inexpensive roof type and reinforces the idea that this

cabin was considered a 'lower grade' building.

An archaeological excavation at the original site will help tremendously in interpreting the cabin.

The discovery of middens or the remnants of a garden could substantiate some of the conjectures

about the cabin.  A thin piece of slate was found at the original site, perhaps indicating E.P. Williams'

slaves were learning to read and write, either surreptitiously or more formerly.    Other physical

remains could shed light on the people who lived in this cabin.

In addition to the cabin, other period-appropriate interpretative elements associated with slave life,

some specifically associated with the family and the slaves of E.P. Williams himself, will be present

on the site.  An “Emancipation Wall” will be situated near the cabin, where folk history claims that

Mr. Williams read to his slaves the Emancipation Proclamation.  This will only be constructed as a

segment, not in full.  A cooling vat carved out of granite will be located near the wall, representing

the way dairy products were kept cool by a spring-fed vat.  Visitors will be invited to sit and collect

their thoughts on a stone bench, hand-chiseled by slaves.  This will be located in the view of the

cabin.  Hand-crafted bricks were also made by slaves during the pre-War era, and visitors will learn

about how the bricks were made from natural clays in kilns.  Iron cauldrons served multiple uses

for basic household chores, and these will also be present on the site to illustrate the tasks that

slaves often carried out for their owners as well as themselves.  
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ADA Accessibility

It is the opinion of the authors that there are only two options for having an ADA accessible

ramp that would not seriously undermine the historic character of the cabin.  As a slave cabin,

the structure is very small and unadorned, and every architectural element that exists is

important in conveying the essence of a slave cabin.  Therefore, adding large ramps around the

side of the building, adding additional doors, even widening an original entrance will seriously

thwart the historic character of the building.  It simply will not look right.

If time permits, it is advisable to appeal to the Georgia Historic Preservation Department

concerning ADA accessibility.  The ADA Standards for Accessible Design state that historic

sites, which are considered 'public accommodations' should provide 'full and equal enjoyment'

of their facilities.  However, this equal enjoyment of the site does not always include complete

access to every aspect of the historic site.  Considering the detrimental nature a ramp would

have on the historic character and aesthetic of the building, and the fact that the site (which

includes the Emancipation Wall, recreated historic landscaping, and the building) will be ADA

accessible, a case could be made that the cabin itself is not required to be ADA accessible.  The

addition of an interpretive center, which will be built to fully comply with ADA regulations, will

ensure that visitors who may not be able to go inside the cabin are still able to see

photographs of the interior.

If the HPD denies the request for ADA accessibility exemption, it is recommended that the

grade leading up to the cabin be raised.  If the distance from the ground to the entryway is

minimal, a ramp can then be placed from the pathway leading to the site directly to one of the

two doorways.  The ramp would begin at a slope of between 1:16 and 1:20, but can be as steep

as 1:6 entering the house (but only for a maximum of two feet).  This would be the least

intrusive ADA ramp and also maintain the highest degree of historic integrity.  

28



Appendix A:  Additional Photographs
A
P
P
E
N
D
I
C
E
S

  

29

Fig 32:  North elevation.Fig 32:  South elevation. 

Fig 33:  East elevation. Fig 34:  West elevation.
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Fig 35: Interior bracing and view of dismantled
fireplace.

Fig 36:  View of southern elevation windows,
including novelty siding and ghost marks of a
previous shed roof porch. 

Fig 37:  A replaced hand hewn sill member on
the southeast corner of the cabin.

Fig 38:  A view of the studs and posts on the southern elevation.
Note the larger post bracing what was originally a doorway.
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Fig 39:  A view of the originally boxed eaves on the north
facade.  

Fig 41:  A detail of the corner post and eaves
on the southwest corner of the cabin.  

Fig 40: Whitewashing can be detected on the clapboard
toward and ridge of the roof.  



Appendix B:  Floor Plans and Elevations
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                                                                                    Current Floor Plan 
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                Current Southern Elevation 
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                      Floor Plan after Restoration 

                      note: this is an approximation 
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                       South Elevation After Restoration

                         note:  this is an approximation 
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                             Elevations of the cabin on its original site with rear additions
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